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[2022 HALF-YEARLY TRAFFIC RESULTS] 

 
FLUIDITY HAS BEEN REWARDED, THE PORT OF 

MARSEILLE FOS IS ENTERING INTO A GROWTH DYNAMIC 
 

The Port of Marseille Fos handled 38 million tonnes (MT) of cargo between January and 
June 2022, as in the first half of 2021. Overall stability, obscuring trends by segment. 
Manufactured goods are up sharply: new container record, significant growth for 
trailers. Hydrocarbons are stable: crude and refined oil traffic are down, offset by the 
very sharp increase in gas traffic. Dry bulk continued to fall, weighed down by an 
unfavourable economic situation. Regarding passengers, the first half of 2022 was 
marked by the resumption of regular lines, with over 480,000 ferry passengers, i.e. up 
21% compared to the same period in 2019. 
 
'Despite the particularly volatile environment and the severe disruption of international trade due to 
Covid-19 and the Russian-Ukraine conflict, Port of Marseille Fos operators complied with vessel 
handling deadlines, without any waiting time. Our fluidity motivates shipowners to call at Marseille. 
Again, the port community's resilience is remarkable and has enabled the Port to handle record volumes, 
particularly for containers' explained Hervé Martel, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Port of 
Marseille Fos. 
 
With a 5% jump in general cargo traffic, the Port of Marseille Fos's fluidity has been rewarded. In 
all, over 11 MT of general cargo was handled in the Port of Marseille Fos in the first half of 2022. 
Container traffic is particularly vibrant with 800,000 k TEU (Twenty-foot Equivalent Units) handled, up 
5% compared to 2021 and 7% compared to 2019, which is a new record. The Port of Marseille Fos is 
benefiting from the congestion of neighbouring Mediterranean ports, thanks to greater fluidity in its 
terminals. The trailer sector is also doing well, up 4% compared with 2021 and 14% compared with 
2019. Ropax's line to Tangier is dynamic allowing market share to be gained from road transport and 
becoming a major carbon reduction lever. The strongest growth can be seen in new vehicle traffic which 
is up 34% compared to 2021. Kia traffic from Korea, which started in April 2022, represents an annual 
potential of 30,000 cars and heralds an exceptional year for this segment. 
 
Liquid bulk reflects geopolitical tensions and instability in the energy sector. At the end of June 
2022, the Port of Marseille Fos had handled over 21 MT of liquid bulk, i.e. the same quantity as in the 
first half of 2021. The sector was weakened by the 18% drop in refined oil traffic compared to 2021. 
Several factors explain this significant drop: energy prices and the war in Ukraine. This benefited 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) traffic, up 24% over the period. This upward trend should continue for the 
rest of the year. 
 
Dry bulk marked by successive crises. The carbon reduction of industries, falling consumption, rising 
raw materials, energy and freight prices all resulted in an 8% drop in dry bulk traffic over the first six 
months of 2022, with almost 6 MT exchanged.  
 
The shift to consolidated transport modes is contributing to the Port of Marseille Fos's growth 
dynamic. A port's fluidity is measured by the ease of moving from one transport mode to another: from 
ship to train, barge or truck. The Port of Marseille Fos performed in the consolidated transport shift and 
consolidated the growth begun in 2021 in 2022, with double-digit growth for both rail and river transport. 
As such, river transport of bulk goods, conventional goods, and heavy lift cargo is particularly dynamic. 
Rail container traffic increased considerably in the first half of 2022, buoyed by the new weekly service 
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operated by CMA CGM to Duisburg, Germany, since January and the development of the rail service 
offer between Fos and Toulouse by Naviland Cargo and between Fos and Chalon-sur-Saône by 
Ferovergne. Consolidated flows are up, to the detriment of road transport, fostering carbon reduction. 
 
The return of passengers to the Port of Marseille Fos: 890,000 passengers transited in the first 
half of 2022. The reopening of the Algerian borders after two years and the end of restrictions on travel 
to Corsica allowed the ferry lines to rapidly catch up. At the end of the first half of 2022, the number of 
passengers on regular lines was up by 109% compared to 2021 and 21% compared to 2019: 480,000 
travellers transited. 
Traffic with Corsica was up by 35% with 272,000 passengers, i.e. 11% compared to 2019. Logically, the 
most significant increase is that observed on the international regular lines to/from North Africa: 208,000 
travellers transited, i.e. up 38% compared to 2019. 
The 2022 summer season (July-August) is expected to be exceptional. Unprecedented fill rates have 
been observed since 20 June 2022, and ships are fully loaded from July 2022. While the number of 
passengers travelling with their car per crossing is very slightly down, the average number of pedestrians 
on board per ship has doubled compared to 2019, at almost 4,000 passengers per week. The number 
of weekly calls increased from 15 to 19 in July, with the opening of three new lines to Morocco and one 
to Algeria.  
Concerning cruises, 410,000 passengers transited through the Port of Marseille Fos in the first half of 
2022, half as many as in 2019. In France, the lifting of capacities and the easing of health restrictions 
have been effective since 2 March 2022.  
This summer, approximately 120 cruise calls are expected in Marseille, mostly at the weekend, i.e. only 
20% of annual calls, with traffic peaks in spring and autumn.  
 
 
 

About the Port of Marseille Fos 
A major stakeholder in international trade, located on two European transport corridors, the Port of Marseille Fos is 
the gateway to southern Europe. The synergy of its two harbours reinforces Marseille's position as a local 
Mediterranean port for goods and passengers, while Fos is notable for its dynamism as a global port for industry 
and logistics, dedicated to major intercontinental flows. Today, as a global data hub with an ever-smarter approach 
to the region, as well as being the European leader in shore-to-ship power and LNG ship refuelling, the Port of 
Marseilles Fos is committed to sustainable economic growth through responsible and innovative industrial 
development fostering a circular economy. The dynamic projects in the two harbours confirm the Port of Marseilles 
Fos’s structuring role in mainland France and its development on the global port landscape. 
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