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PORTSYNERGY-EUROFOS AND THE PORT OF 
MARSEILLE FOS WELCOME THEIR BIGGEST 

CONTAINER SHIP 
 
Portsynergy-Eurofos, France’s leading cargo handler, and the Port of Marseille Fos 
today welcomed the "CMA CGM Benjamin Franklin". It is a CMA CGM Group container 
ship 400 meters long, 53 meters wide with a capacity of 18,000 TEUs1 that therefore 
offers higher container traffic volumes. The stopover was made possible by the Port of 
Marseilles Fos and Portsynergy-Eurofos investment programs, completed in 2020.  

 
Today, a record was broken at the PortSynergy-Eurofos container terminal with the arrival of the CMA 
CGM container ship Benjamin Franklin, the largest container ship ever to call there. In fact, the CMA 
CGM Group, a world leader in shipping and logistics, has chosen to position larger vessels in the western 
Mediterranean, offering PortSynergy-Eurofos and the Port of Marseille Fos higher volumes. This 
positioning has been made possible in 2021 with the two new gantry cranes commissioned by 
PortSynergy-Eurofos and the construction of a quay extension by the Port of Marseille Fos - investments 
that considerably increase the terminal's performance and competitiveness. 
 
Since 2010, the Port of Marseille Fos has invested €175 million in developing its container terminals. In 
2020, the expansion of the container docks completed the program. Work has been carried out to 
increase the useful seafront, thanks to the construction of a new 300-meter-long quay with a 17-meter 
draft. The total length of the container terminals is 2.6 km, a size better suited to the site's ever-increasing 
level of activity. The quay was designed to accommodate very large container ships and the related 
handling operations using the world's largest gantry cranes. It offers a second high-capacity berth at 
PortSynergy-Eurofos that can accommodate a 400-meter container ship like the CMA CGM Benjamin 
Franklin. 
 
This new port infrastructure gives PortSynergy-EuroFos a total unloading length of 1.9 km, making it the 
largest privately operated dock with a terminal covering a total area of 89 hectares. The quay has been 
designed to accommodate both the latest generation of container ships and the related handling 
operations using some of the largest gantry cranes in the world. 
PortSynergy-EuroFos added to its fleet of gantry cranes in July 2020 with the acquisition of 2 
Malaccamax type gantry cranes, whose huge dimensions offer a height under spreader of 54 meters 
and a span of 72 meters, i.e. 26 rows, allowing for operations on the largest vessels. They joined a fleet 
of two other Malaccamax gantry cranes, two post-Panamax and two Panamax gantry cranes. 
PortSynergy-Eurofos has invested €200 million in infrastructure and equipment since 2015. 
 
"The arrival of CMA CGM Benjamin Franklin guarantees the Port and PortSynergy-Eurofos higher 
volumes, more traffic and better productivity. It is good news for the future of the industry in Fos. The 

                                                           
1 TEUs: twenty foot equivalent units 
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arrival of this vessel in our harbours is proof that the Port of Marseille Fos' development and investment 
strategy is the right one", said Hervé Martel, Chairman of the Board of the Port of Marseille Fos.  
 
Mathew Paul, Director of the PortSynergy - Eurofos terminal said: "Welcoming a vessel the size of the 
CMA CGM Benjamin Franklin is in keeping with our investment and development strategy. It is the 
tangible proof of our ability to welcome and serve the world's largest container ships, a recognition of 
our know-how. It is also the result of the structural investments designed to achieve it". 
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